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distraction at this time;   where it will end, time
must discover.

Now, for the tradesman I speak of, if he will
thrive, he must resolve to begin as he can go on ;
and if he does so, in a word, he must resolve to live
more under restraint than ever tradesmen of his
class used to do ; for every necessary thing being,
as I have said, grown dearer than before, he must
entirely omit all the enjoyment of the unnecessaries
which he might have allowed himself before, or
perhaps be obliged to an expense beyond the in-
come of his trade, and in either of these cases he
has a great hardship upon him.

When I talk of immoderate expenses, I must be
understood not yet to mean the extravagancies of
wickedness and debaucheries; there are so many
sober extravagancies, and so many grave, sedate
ways for a tradesman's ruin, and they are so much-
more dangerous than those hare-brained desperate
ways of gaming and whoring, that I think it is the
best service I can do the tradesman to lay before
Mm those sunk rocks, as the seamen call them,
those secret dangers, in the first place, that they
may know how to avoid them; and as for the other
common ways, common discretion will supply them
with caution, and their senses will be their pro-
tection.

Expensive living is a kind of slow fever ; it is
not so open, so threatening, and dangerous as the
ordinary distemper which goes by that name, but it
preys upon the spirits, and when its degrees are
increased to a height, is as fatal, and as sure to
kill, as the other. It is a secret enemy that feeds
upon the vitals; and when it has gone its full
length, and the languishing tradesman is weakened
in his solid part, I mean his stock, then it over-
whelms him at once.